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ROMANCING THE RAILS

S
tep back in time and experience 
the richness of Southern Africa 
aboard one of the most luxurious 
trains in the world.  Indulge in 

the lap of luxury as you travel the north 
and southbound routes between Preto-
ria and Cape Town as well as a range 
of spectacular journeys to the east and 
west.  ROVOS Rail combines the elegant 
Edwardian-age of rail travel with modern 
conveniences, creating an unforgettable 
extravagant elegance of a bygone era. 
        Locomotives scatter steam as they depart and 
arrive at Capital Park Station in Pretoria. Yes, much 
like a storybook rail safari headed for Hogwarts, only 
this rail journey stays course on a number of journeys 
across South Africa’s beautiful terrain.  Unfortunate-
ly, with new developments in technology, watering 
and coal stations are limited along the tracks, so 
traveling the entire journey under steam is somewhat 
limited.  However, the trains do roll down the tracks 
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GREAT DESTINATION      Africa Sport Hunting Safaris  
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at a pretty good clip of 60 
km’s an hour.  
        Champagne flows 
freely inside the me-
ticulously refurbished 
coaches, while passengers 
enjoy a wonderful range 
of cuisine including local 
delicacies such as game 
with an emphasis placed 
on fresh and seasonal 
ingredients, comple-
mented of course by fine 
South Africa wines.  A Victorian ambiance staged with crisp 
linen, sparkling glass and silver and five-star service greets 
and charms each passenger as they are seated for each meal.  
Diners are asked to dress for dinner – jacket and tie – a classy 
touch that adds to the ambience of old-world charm.  After 
dinner, guests can adjourn to the lounge car for coffee before 
retiring to their cabin for the evening.
         Each cabin is air-conditioned with en-suite facilities, 
decorated in beautiful wood paneling and Edwardian era 
features.  There are three styles passengers can choose from 
offering varying levels of luxury and modern conveniences.  
The three styles passengers can choose from are:
        The Royal Suites have their own private lounge area 
and feature a full en-suite bathroom with shower and Vic-
torian bath. The Deluxe Suites each have a lounge area and 
en-suite bathroom with shower.  

         The Pullman Suites 
are equipped with a com-
fortable sofa-seat during 
the day, converting to 
double or twin beds for 
the evening, and also 
have an en-suite bath-
room with shower.
        These trains me-
ander through some 
of South Africa’s most 
iconic and beautiful 
landscapes. But, don’t 

be too quick to pack your electronics.  There is no Wi-Fi, 
TV’s or radios on board.  Laptops and cell phones are an 
exception but they are only allowed in the privacy of the 
passenger’s cabin.  For Rovos Rail, it’s about the experience 
of fine dining, enjoying a phenomenal wine list, scintillating 
conversation and relaxation — all in the epitome of luxury 
that reflects a bygone era when train travel was decadent.
        These beautifully restored trains will ensure that you 
have a life-changing, memorable and ultimate experience 
while in South Africa.  

To find out more and how to book a  
trip of a lifetime contact Kiley at  

www.africasporthuntingsafaris.com,  
email: kiley@africasporthuntingsafaris.com,  

cell: 520-440-5384  or worldwide: 520-777-9474

Next to Shopping & Restaurants  •  Free Hot Breakfast   
Free Airport Shuttle   •  Free Internet  •  Free Local Calls  

Meeting Facilities  •  Indoor Pool & Spa  •  Golf Packages  
Oversized Fitness Room  •  Full Kitchens

4200 Sierra Vista Drive
Farmington, NM 87402

505-327-2442

www.marriott.com/fmnts

If you are craving an out-of-this-world hunting ad-
venture wrapped up in Edwardian-era luxury then 
gear up for a ride on Rovos Rail.  This luxury line 

serves as a base and mode of transportation while hunt-
ing game birds on the plains of South Africa. Think of it 
as hunting from a traveling five-star hotel with an early 
1990’s ambiance.
        This South African hunting tour is geared towards 
reasonably skilled hunters who demand quality and 
astute attention to detail.  This African train-shoot 
safari brings remote regions of the African wilderness 
within reach of the international sporting traveler.  It 
offers some of the finest wild bird shooting in the world 
coupled with extravagant elegance of rail travel on the 
most luxurious train in the world.
        The African train-shoot safari concept dates back to 
the colonial 1950s, when a future outfitter watched his fa-
ther and a party of friends depart on a special train for a 
weekend of flighted wild duck, driven guinea fowl, and 
francolin and grouse shoots in a remote area of southern 
Africa. Recreating those early “train shoot safaris” re-
mained a dream until 1989, when he found entrepreneur 
Rohan Vos equipping and exquisitely refurbishing an 
entire colonial-era train, steam engines and all, for visi-
tors to tour Africa in the same comfort and style as that 
gracious period of rail travel. In the winter of 1990 this 
outfitter successfully ran the first Rovos train shoot safari 
with Rovos Rail.
        The South African hunting tour offers a bird shoot-
ing safari that harkens back to a classic era providing 
hunters the opportunity to travel back in time for a 

Sport Hunting Safaris

AFRICA

Our passion is Africa...  
and your trip of a life time starts here
HUNTING SAFARIS AND PHOTOGRAPHIC TOURS
africasporthuntingsafaris.com  •  africansunrisesafaris.com

HUNTING IN THE LAP  
OF FIVE STAR LUXURY
Wingshooting South Africa in old-world elegance 
to a degree that was never equaled in the 1920s

Bird hunting in South Africa.  
Photo couretesy of Professional Hunters of South Africa.



16 Peaks & Plains Peaks & Plains 1716 Peaks & Plains

historical adventure unlike any other. South Africa, like no 
other country, is rich with a vast variety of plains game. 
During this Rovos train luxury hunting trip, hunters will 
experience a wide variety of 
terrain as well as a variety 
of game birds including the 
harvest rock and speckled 
pigeons, yellow-billed and 
white-faced ducks, South 
African shelducks, Egyptian 
and spur-winged geese and, 
on occasion, red-billed teal 
just to name a few.  It’s not 
uncommon for a tour of 
reasonably skilled hunters 
to bag up to 300 birds in one 
day.  
        Following breakfast on 
the train, each hunter disembarks and meets up with a profes-
sional hunter for the morning’s hunt.  They break for lunch 
and return to the field mid-afternoon to continue the hunt 
and return to luxurious accommodations and dinner aboard 
the train at the end of the day.
        For non-shooting companions, the Rovos Train Safari 

offers guided tours and lectures, visits to museums and art 
galleries featuring famous artwork of Old Flemish, Dutch, 
English and French Masters.  Touring points of interest along 

the way include Anglo-Boer 
War battlefield sites and 
Kimberley diamond mining 
sites. Also available during 
the trip are game-viewing in 
remote national parks and 
private game reserves, bird-
watching some of southern 
Africa’s nearly 1000 different 
species or simply meeting 
the locals in various com-
munities. There is also plenty 
of time to shop for African 
art and artifacts in the main 
towns and larger villages, as 

well as spa treatments, if desired.
        There’s no better definition of luxury hunting than wing 
shooting Africa on a Rovos train tour. Travel and sleep in 
Colonial-era comfort, indulge in fine cuisine and excellent 
wines, and bag the continent’s most challenging game birds – 
a safari truly beyond compare. P&P
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African sunset by Kiley Matthews.
Below a look into Thornybush Lodge.


